Seven Highly Effective Habits for Boyce Music Ministry Majors

1. Create a daily schedule that includes time for homework, study, reading, and practice

· Plan to practice on your applied instrument at least 5 hours a week (more if you are taking more than one applied area)

· Discipline yourself to stay on your schedule.  Watch out for time wasters: internet, games, TV, etc.

2. Use a calendar system and put all of your assignment due dates for every class on the calendar.

· Always woek ahead of time on assignments.  Don’t procrastinate.

· Check your calendar everyday – look ahead for upcoming assignments.

· Make yourself a “to do” list each day to help you stay focused.

3. Determine to be present for every class.  

· If you are sick or plan to be out of town, let your professor know in advance just like you would inform your boss on the job.  This shows your willingness to be accountable and responsible.

· If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get notes from a friend, and find out what assignments are due.  The professor should not have to inform of you of what you missed.

· Do not miss a test or quiz.  

· A good practice is to always show up for class unless you are so sick you cannot get out of bed.  (As Dr. Brewton says, “unless you are dying, be in class.”)  There is a health clinic on campus with a doctor if you need to be seen.  Do not put off getting medical help so you can be on the road to recovery quickly.

· Do not skip one class to prepare for another class.  

4. Do not neglect your time alone with the Lord.  Make sure you have allowed for time to read your Bible and pray each day!

· Class assignments that require Scripture reading are not a substitute for your quiet time.

5. Get at least 7 hours of sleep each night.  Avoid the temptation of staying up with dorm friends who never sleep except during the day time hours.

· Go in your room, close the door and get some rest.  

· Once you get up in the morning, do not go back to bed after your morning class.  Be productive - study, practice, go get some exercise at the rec center.

6. Take time to focus on others each day.  How can you be a servant to your roommates, class friends?

· Strive to not always be so self- focused

· Pray for those that God puts in your path each day

7. Communicate how you are doing.  Don’t wait until a problem gets unmanageable before you seek help.  Your professors care about you but they often times do not know what is happening in your personal life

· Call your parents regularly and let them know how you are doing.

· Ask a friend to be a prayer partner or accountability partner for the semester and meet with him/her once a week. (Guys meet with guys, girls meet girls).

