Boyce College

Voice and Piano Proficiency

Each music ministry major at Boyce College focuses on one major instrument of study while at Boyce.  This is called Applied Major.  The student takes private lessons on this instrument for eight semesters of study.  The student’s applied major may be voice, piano, guitar or another orchestral instrument.  Along with the applied major studies each Boyce music ministry major will also show proficiency on keyboard and voice.  Music ministry majors take four semesters of an applied minor to prepare for these proficiency exams.


Voice applied major students take four semesters of Class Piano. (Applied minor piano 

– private study can not be substituted for Class Piano unless approved by the Coordinator of Music Studies.)


Piano applied major students take four semesters of Class Voice or applied minor 

voice.


Instrumental applied major students take two semesters of Class Piano and two 

semesters of Class Voice or applied minor voice.

Students must pass a piano and/or voice proficiency before graduating.


Voice applied majors must pass the piano proficiency exam.


Piano applied majors must pass the voice proficiency exam.  Piano applied majors must 

also demonstrate skill in all areas of the piano proficiency, but do not have to take the 

piano proficiency exam.  Applied piano teachers are expected to cover these skills in the private lesson time.


Instrumental applied majors must pass both the voice and piano proficiency exams.  

Instrumental majors will take an abbreviated proficiency for voice and piano since they will have only taken two semesters of each. 

Proficiency exams should be completed by the end of the second semester of the student’s sophomore year.  Both the piano and voice proficiency exams are given during the final exam time and students desiring to take one of the exams will need to sign up for a time with the Coordinator of Music Studies.

Piano Proficiency Requirements for Voice Majors

1. Play all major scales, two octaves, hands together using prescribed piano fingerings.

2. Play all white key harmonic minor scales, two octaves, hands together using prescribed piano fingerings.

3. Play hymns from an approved list of hymns

4. Prepare one vocal solo accompaniment piece

5. Prepare one piano offertory piece

6. Improvise a simple accompaniment of a worship song using a lead sheet (melody line with guitar chords) in the keys of C, G, D, A, E, F, Bb, Eb.  Lead sheets for the proficiency will be provided a week before the exam.

7. Sightread two vocal lines together from a choral anthem.

Piano Proficiency Requirements for Instrumental Majors

1. Play all white key major scales, two octaves, hands separately using prescribed piano fingerings.

2. Play all white key harmonic minor scales, two octaves, hands separately using prescribed piano fingerings.

3. Play hymns from an approved list of hymns (four hymns required)

4. Improvise a simple accompaniment of a worship song using a lead sheet (melody line with guitar chords) in the keys of C, G, D, F.  Lead sheets for the proficiency will be provided a week before the exam.

5. Sightread one vocal line of a choral anthem.

Voice Proficiency Requirements for Piano and Instrumental Majors

1. The purpose of the voice proficiency is to determine the student’s vocal ability to effectively lead worship and assist a choir or ensemble through demonstration and participation. 

2. Students who pass the voice proficiency should demonstrate healthy singing technique in the following areas:

a. Pitch, rhythm and intonation

b. Diction with clear, articulate words

c. Posture, breath management and support

d. Musical expression

3. In the last semester of applied minor voice study the student should sign up for a voice jury time.  Students should be prepared to sing four memorized songs and one self-prepared hymn or song, which will be assigned one week in advance of the voice proficiency.  At least one of the four songs should be sacred.  One song may be in a contemporary style.

Hymns for the Piano Proficiency Exam

Students should learn the following hymns for the piano proficiency exam.  All hymn numbers are from the Baptist Hymnal 1991.

1. I Surrender All (D)



275

2. Nothing but the Blood (G)


135

3. The Solid Rock (F)



406

4. My Jesus, I Love Thee (F)


210

5. Silent Night, Holy Night (Bb)

  91

6. Jesus Paid It All (Eb)



134

7. When I Survey (F)



144

8. Amazing Grace (G)



330

9. Joy to the World (D)



  87

10. Doxology (G)




253


11. To God be the Glory (Ab)


   4

12. Come Thou Fount (Eb)  


  15

Instrumental majors will only be required to play the first four hymns on the list for the proficiency.

